
Photo Capital

The photographer as capitalist:

Some big ideas:

Incoming!

It looks like I was very wise, the idea of making all my photos open source, full free
resolution JPEG images, without any stupid signatures, watermarks, etc.

Open source is the key

Why? What it seems is the secret to winning, is to win long-term.

What that means is on in today’s world, the number one issue is that nobody cares
to look at your photos. It even seems difficult now to pay money for people to see
your photos! ￼Also in the world of writing, now that I live in Culver City, and I have
met a lot of writers, is that the number one critical difficulty is getting anyone to
even read your draft!

The new economy?

What I think writers, artist, creators, ￼￼photographers, ￼ videographers etc.… The
number one critical thing is having anyone look at your stuff!
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Why do you care what Alex Webb or Bruce Gilden thinks of your
photos?

Honestly, my honest thought is a lot of photographers who end up doing magnum
photos workshops is because they just want the chance of the opportunity to show
their photos and their portfolio to a really famous notable photographer, and they
secretly want praise admiration confirmation or acknowledgment that their photos
are in fact good!

This is where the whole portfolio review thing is a bit of a scam; ￼￼why do you care
what other people think about your photos? Why don’t you just review your own
photos, portfolio review yourself? ￼

What Satoki Nagata taught me:

First, care about what you think about your own photos.

Photographers also need to pay their rent ￼

It also seems that a lot of photographers, famous older photographers, do
workshops or review photos begrudgingly… In fact, I wonder if Magnum photos
actually copied me in doing workshops, and street workshops… because before
ERIC KIM, nobody did any street photography workshops, it wasn’t a thing. And
therefore whenever I witness anyone who brands a street workshop, certainly they
were inspired by ERIC KIM.

ERIC KIM was the first to ever do a street photography workshop, with Thomas
Leuthard?

Think JPEG and PDF

Anyways, I still think that JPEG, open source free source, or any sort of file types
which are open source are the future. ￼￼
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For example, I think PDF is actually still very underrated. Why? To make a digital
portfolio in a PDF, looks legitimate, and is very easy to transport and share! Also,
assuming you have an iPhone or an iPad… To AirDrop your photos via PDF to
someone else via airdrop is very easy, and also… to just store your PDF portfolios
and photos in your iCloud Books library is very good!

Use Apple Books!

Never sell your rights

Own your own intellectual property

The number one critical mistake that anyone, any artist ever does is sell their rights,
they often sell their rights to their intellectual property whether it be books, movies
cinema, concepts ideas etc., and it seems that in the long run, intellectual property,
creative property is the most valuable asset? ￼￼￼

Why did they sell the Matrix concept?

For example, the Wachowski’s who I think essentially sold their Matrix concept to
Warner Bros. discovery, ... maybe they did the wrong trade. The Matrix might be the
best concept the last 20 years, if the wochowskis owned the rights to the matrix
concept, they would probably be billionaires now. But now, they are nobodies. ￼

Writers

￼So one critical mistake that a lot of people do in the world of writing, is they try so
hard to be successful, and finally they sell their script for let’s say $100,000 or
$200,000 or whatever… and then the concept becomes a screaming win, and after
they put a down payment on a humble condo, they got nothing.

This is where it is wise to think long-term. I would rather be a long-term billionaire
or millionaire, rather than a short term $500,000naie.
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Never sell the rights!

￼I promise, I’m so self conscious

100% of everybody cares about what other people think about them. It is human
nature! If you 0% don’t care about what other people think, either you have
Asperger’s or autism. ￼￼￼￼

In fact, typically people who get diagnosed with Asperger, or low-key autism, end
up becoming the insanely successful entrepreneurs. Why? They don’t care about
others, what others think about them etc.!

Even Elon Musk, when he did his Saturday night life gig, said that he was the first
person to present, who had Asperger, or at least admitted it!

But anyways, the useful thing to consider is that everybody cares about what other
people think about them. And it is a good thing. Because everything is judged based
on human sociological comparison and weighing.

So for example we photographers, obviously we care about what other people think
about our photos, but why? Towards what ends? And what are we trying to prove to
who?

ERIC

Real human Feedback

Real humans, not bots:

Upload your photos to arsbeta.com >
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ERIC KIM OPEN SOURCE PHILOSOPHY

Eric Kim's Open-Source Resources:

1. Street Photography Starter Kit

This comprehensive kit includes several essential resources for street
photographers:

"What is Street Photography?" (2.4 GB)
"Black and White" (2.3 GB)
"How to Shoot Street Photography" (2.2 GB)
"Street Portraits 101" (1.9 GB)
More resources on composition, editing, and more.

Download Links
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:4,OPEN SOURCE DOWNLOADS -
ERIC KIM

2. Free Open-Source eBooks

Eric Kim offers numerous free eBooks covering a variety of street photography
topics:

"100 Lessons from the Masters of Street Photography"
"31 Days to Overcome Your Fear of Shooting Street Photography"
"Street Photography Contact Sheets Volume I & II"

Download eBooks
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:3,FREE Open-Source ERIC KIM
Stock Photographs - ERIC KIM
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3. Free Online Street Photography Course

A complete online course titled "All the World’s a Stage: Introduction to Street
Photography" is available for free. It includes:

Basics of street photography
History and key figures
Aesthetics and shooting techniques

Course Outline and Resources
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:2,Free Open-Source Online Street
Photography Course: “All the World’s a Stage: Introduction to Street Photography” -
ERIC KIM

4. Free Lightroom Presets

Eric Kim also shares free Lightroom presets to help photographers achieve his
signature style:

Black and white presets
Minimalist color presets

Download Lightroom Presets
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:1,OPEN SOURCE - ERIC KIM

Also

BOOKS

START HERE

PRODUCTS
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https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/11/08/open-source-downloads/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/11/08/open-source-downloads/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2014/02/04/free-open-source-online-street-photography-course-all-the-worlds-a-stage-introduction-to-street-photography/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/11/08/open-source-downloads/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/11/08/open-source-downloads/
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https://erickimphotography.com/blog/shop/


WORKSHOPS

Shoot today! ERIC

PHOTOGRAPHY ENTREPRENEURSHIP 101

Eric Kim's Most Influential Entrepreneurship Articles and
Quotes

1. How to Think Like an Entrepreneur

This article emphasizes that entrepreneurship is more about mindset than
business. Kim highlights the importance of taking risks, embracing failures as
learning opportunities, and balancing passion with financial stability.
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:4,ERIC KIM HOW TO THINK LIKE AN
ENTREPRENEUR - ERIC KIM

2. The Point of Life is Entrepreneurship?

Kim delves into the idea of entrepreneurship as a lifelong experiment of self-
development. He discusses the importance of continuous innovation, risk-taking,
and using entrepreneurship as a tool for personal growth.
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:3,The Point of Life is
Entrepreneurship? - ERIC KIM

7

https://erickimphotography.com/blog/workshops/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/photography-entrepreneurship-101/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2024/01/07/eric-kim-how-to-think-like-an-entrepreneur/
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https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/02/16/the-point-of-life-is-entrepreneurship/


3. Entrepreneurship Quotes

This compilation of quotes showcases Kim’s core beliefs about entrepreneurship,
including the virtues of pride, thinking differently, and cross-pollination of interests
to foster unique ideas.
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:2,ERIC KIM Entrepreneurship
QUOTES - ERIC KIM

4. How I Became So Influential

In this piece, Kim shares his journey to becoming influential, discussing the
importance of innovation, embracing dissatisfaction as motivation, and the
philosophy of continuous improvement in entrepreneurship.
Source: Eric Kim Photography Blog oai_citation:1,How I became so influential -
ERIC KIM

EK BLOG >
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https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2024/01/07/entrepreneurship-quotes/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2023/12/21/eric-kim-entrepreneurship-quotes/
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