
How to Disrupt

Disruption is doing the things I am most passionate about. Why?

I have always been a disruptive person. I would disrupt the teacher, disrupt others
when they are talking, etc.

Typically, this is seen as a bad thing. But as we all know in Silicon Valley, this is
actually the desired end.

The difficult irony is typically speaking, in real life, being disruptive is frowned upon.
Why? When we disrupt or or disruptive, we often think of it as negative detriment to
our own authority.

Why disrupt?

I believe in order to innovate, you must disrupt. Disrupt the old way of doing things,
the old way of thinking of things, etc.

For example, when I first pioneered the open source approach to photography;
making my photos all available for full resolution, JPEG online for free. No stupid
watermarks or “image protections”. This ended up actually benefiting me in the
long run, as it allowed my images to propagate.

The reason why it was disruptive was all the other photographers out there started
complaining, because I set a precedent; they saw that my innovation or my
approach was positively detrimental to themselves.

What is that true? No. This only applies if you see the world in a zero sum aspect;
my approach doesn’t change yours. Anyone who thinks it does is petty minded at
best.

1

https://erickimphotography.com/blog/open-source/


1. See yourself on the other side

I don’t know about you, but personally speaking, I hate having to pay anything for
information, knowledge, e-books etc. Therefore my approach has been to make it
free.

Also, I hate subscriptions. And should be taught I don’t think anyone really does.
Therefore, in terms of the products you make sell etc., I am very anti-subscription
model. I think there are more innovative ways or other ways to monetize effectively.

2. Don’t give a F

I think when you think too deeply or critically about things, you fall victim to
“paralysis by analysis”. That is, thinking too much will harm you more than benefit
you, because too much thinking means you don’t act.

I think the best way to approach innovation and disruption is a bricolage technique
and approach; that is, nobody has any idea how something will result, unless you
just try, attempt, and experiment.

As a consequence, perhaps the best strategy is,

Just fuck it — just try it out!

3. Aberrant thinking

What does it mean to “think different”?

The difficult thing is that the goal is to think differently, in the substantive and
genuine and honest way. Not to simply go against the crowd for the sake of it, but to
truly think and consider for yourself, is the same better, or a different better?
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For example, I was very anti-Apple and iPhone etc. for much of my teenage and
college years. I didn’t like the lemmings, the Apple fan boys.

However, when I did finally switch in my 20s, I actually did discover in fact, Apple
was superior to Windows and PC, and iPhone and iOS was really truly superior to
android by at least 1000 degrees.

Therefore, don’t be like those superficial individuals who try to distinguish
themselves by being a strange, retro, or abstruse as possible. We want to be
substantively different.

4. Travel and or live abroad

I believe one of the greatest benefits of traveling or going abroad is the fact that it
disrupts your traditional way of approaching things. For example, when Cindy and I
were in Daegu for a conference, the Airbnb we stayed blew my mind. And one of the
funny innovations they had was they had a hand pump, which look like the typical
hand soap pumps, but in fact, it ejected toothpaste!

This was so inspiring to me, because the thought about toothpaste, it is insanely
wasteful. After you’re done with the tube, you have to throw away the whole thing.
All that waste and packaging. While I do think that all of this hippie nonsense about
“saving the planet” is superficial, one of the big benefits of a more “sustainable
include approach is that it actually just makes your life easier. For example if you
were just able to fill up a hand soap pump with toothpaste, and just use toothpaste
that way, the benefit as you don’t have to buy toothpaste is often, and I also believe
that the toothpaste industry is such a huge scam; it is insanely expensive, and is
bad for the planet. Even Nassim Taleb has a suspicion against toothpaste— the
bristle for brushing your teeth is natural, but adding additional chemicals into your
mouth to offset all of this sugar and starch we consume, perhaps this is not
necessary. As a result even I am starting to get suspicious against fluoride in
toothpaste. Fortunately I do not consume any sugar and starches.

Another difference I have discovered here in Korea is the whole bathroom situation;
essentially in tight quarters, the concept and idea is to have your showerhead
connected to your sink faucet, saving space. As a consequence the whole bathroom
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is perpetually wet. Koreans use bathroom slippers to enter, and ultimately I think
this is smart because it saves space, and also it is good when your kid wants to just
hang out in the bathroom and shooting water all around the place with a
showerhead.

The great thing with traveling and going to foreign places is because it helps you
discover that there are 1 billion different ways to do different things. There is not
one “standard“ way to do things. And as a consequence I find this extremely
enlightening because you can simply pick and choose the approaches and things
that you like, And filter it yourself.

Same thing in Asia, typically we Asian people sleep on the floor with thick futons.
Instead of Americans are Westerners who’s sleep in beds with traditional bed
frames.

I think ultimately this is good onto innovation and disruption because it teaches
you:

There is not one “correct“ way to do anything.

Therefore as a consequence, your approach is unique and good.

5. Allow yourself to become more “Asperger‘s“, or “autistic“

A note; I think if I was put in the traditional K-12 education today, and I had some
sort of mildly intelligent educated parents here in the states, I would definitely be
classified somewhere “on the spectrum“, or diagnosed with some sort of fake thing
like ADHD etc.

Certainly there is very very obvious forms of autism, especially when it affects
children in terms of their morphology and their motor functional skills.

However, for a lot of other things, it is easy to put people into these pseudoscientific
boxes, just because they think different, act different, and approach the world a
little differently.
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Even Elon Musk said he had some sort of Asperger’s or autism or some thing when
he was on SNL. My personal thought is he probably isn’t, but, the intelligence of
branding yourself like that is that allows you to get away with a lot of aberrant
behavior.

I think in order to truly disrupt and be innovative, you gotta be a little bit crazy. Or,
you disdain the same.

Even for myself, the people I much prefer interacting with our children, young
children, teenagers, or even college kids. It seems that once people graduate
college and get “real jobs“, they start to lose their child like curiosity and ingenuity.

Also, my personal favorite people to hang out with or a little bit socially different, in
terms of how they think I can interact etc. To me this is much more inspirational
than the traditional “normal“ person.

6. Call out BS

One of the greatest things and benefits of studying sociology is that it made me
realize that so much of modern day life and sociology is a bunch of BS. Use your
own inner BS detector well — refuse to follow BS traditions, or things you don’t
believe in.

For example, one of the most inspiring things that I learned from Walter Isaacson‘s
biography on Steve Jobs was how Steve Jobs refused to follow any sort of tradition,
whether in the states or in Japan. Apparently there were periods that he refused to
wear shoes, and will just walk around barefoot all day, and also refused to shower,
saying that his fruitarian diet prevented him from smelling (he smelled).

I think currently speaking, Kanye West is like Steve Jobs 2.0 to me. This is why I am
such a huge fan of Kanye, he simply thinks different, and does different. And it is his
“unrealistic“ audacity is what inspires me.

5

https://erickimphotography.com/blog/2018/09/19/10-lessons-elon-musk-has-taught-me/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/sociology/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/steve-jobs/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/kanye-west/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/steve-jobs/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/kanye-west/


7. So what now?

Become to change what you wish to see manifested in the world.

Also, as time goes on, become more reckless, more daring, and ignore others even
more.

Or in my thinking, the time goes on become more crazy!

ERIC

HAPTIC ARMOR

HAPTIC ARMOR: Become indestructible:

1. 100% Lithuanian linen weaved in South Korea with cutting-edge technology.
2. Created, made, and stitched by hand, with the soul of the artisan.
3. Octagonal three-dimensional weave pattern; virtually indestructible and

absorbs water and dries at least 50x faster than cotton.
4. Perfect for the traveler and nomad: Your new travel companion that you could

take with you anywhere— whether on the road, internationally or back home.
5. Engineered for the furthest use: Use it as an every day bath towel, to wick away

your sweat while in hot and humid environments, and to protect you from the
sun. Suitable as a covering for your yoga mat, or even a floormat for you to lay
down and take a nap on! Can also double as a picnic blanket or a beach
towel/blanket.

The only limit of HAPTIC ARMOR is your own imagination.

Available now for pre-order. Shipping starts immediately August 7, 2023!

Currently only 19/20 left!
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Learn More >

HAPTIC ARMOR: Become the traveler, nomad and adventurer you desire:

Your Linen Armor

Inspired by the Ancient Greek and Roman Linothorax (a 50x layered linen based
armor chestpiece), we present to you HAPTIC ARMOR— an experimental 100%
HAPTICWEAVE cloth which is your new metaphorical suit of armor.

The Concept

HAPTIC ARMOR is forged using 100% linen imported from Lithuania— the center
for the highest quality linen in the globe. Secondly it is processed and weaved here
in South Korea using advanced Korean weaving technologies to create a unique
octagonal three-dimensional texture, optimized for strength, durability and weight.
100% linen fabrics are the most supreme at wicking away moisture and water, and
the grid-weaved waffle texture means that the HAPTIC ARMOR will dry insanely
quickly.

Virtually Indestructible

HAPTIC ARMOR is designed to be used and abused, with zero fear of it degrading.
The purpose of HAPTIC ARMOR is to encourage you to live more courageously and
recklessly.
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The Best for the Best

Seek the best, the most supreme.

HAPTIC ARMOR is the synthesis of my obsession with fabric— I currently the most
supreme fabric I have ever discovered, even supreme to my beloved merino wool.

If you desire the most supreme of supreme fabrics, HAPTIC ARMOR is yours.

A day in the life of HAPTIC ARMOR

HAPRIC ARMOR is meant to be used and abused, engineered for the furthest use.
Hang it in your bathroom, or on the rack, and use it whenever you hit the gym, or
whenever you wash off at home. If you’re ready to jet set, throw it in your travel
bag!

Your New Travel Companion

Venture further with your HAPTIC ARMOR. When you’re in transit, just wear it
around your neck like a scarf or a garb, and when you visit new places with
relentless sun, use it as a cloak to protect yourself from the sun.

Skill Attributes

HAPTIC ARMOR is naturally made from the highest quality in Lithuanian linen,
100% pure, strong, and legendary. Linen connoisseur from all around the world
know that linen is the site of the greatest linen raw material, harvested and
produced.

Leveraging advanced Korean technologies, HAPTIC ARMOR is mythical and one-of-
a-kind. How it will upgrade you:

1. It will save you time: last time having to wash it, compared to inferior cotton
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fabrics.
2. Become stronger: It will encourage you to hit the gym or yoga more often; a

perfect companion in your gym bag or on top of your yoga mat during hot yoga.
3. Hike further; 1000 times superior to any “travel“ towel you will discover at REI

and beyond; linen is the most superior towel that naturally wicks sweat away for
your body, while still remaining cool and dry to the touch.

4. Effortlessly elegant: the octagonal three dimensional weave is one of a kind.
Like the noble aristocrats of ancient Korea, you will be distinguished by this
fabric.

5. Armor: it is engineered to spark confidence within yourself, more courage.
6. Hygroscopic: Draws moisture and water away from you and your skin, 10x more

effectively than cotton or any polyester-based microfiber fabric.
7. Naturally hypoallergenic: 100% pure Lithuanian linen, weaved and produced in

South Korea; comfortable and confident inspiring even with individuals with the
most sensitive skin.

8. Powerful: The unique Korean octagonal three dimensional weave makes it
suitable for maximal tensile strength. Just try it out; wrap it around to
dumbbells and lift it off the floor!

9. Fashion is Function: Armor is not just aesthetic, it is functional. The perfect
marriage between function and fashion.

10. Distinguish yourself and stand out: why stand in, when you can stand out?

Where Will You Venture Next?

The difficulty of modern day living is that we lack the opportunity to adventure,
quest, and conquer. HAPTIC ARMOR will be your mythical and unique carb, in which
your only limit is your courage and creativity.

Shipping and Limited Availability

And the first batch of HAPTIC ARMOR is produced in an extremely limited
quantity of 20. Preorders are available now with shipping starting August 7th,
2023:
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Pre-Order Your Destiny

Be the first to achieve and receive HAPTIC ARMOR. The rare for the rare. The first
line comes in only a limited quantity of 20 suits of armor. Seize your chance before
they all sell out!

Use and Abuse It!

The great thing about HAPTIC ARMOR is that it doesn’t require any special or
sensitive care. Just throw it in the washer, with normal detergent, and dry it in the
dryer as well.

If you’re on the road, all you gotta do is put it outside in the direct sun and let it
hang dry. The great benefit of 100% linen is that it doesn’t smell or retain any
odors. And as Elon Musk said, sunlight is the best disinfectant.

You Can’t Fake Passion

Why get HAPTIC ARMOR? Also, why did me and Cindy produce HAPTIC ARMOR in
the first place?

First, Cindy and I have a passion for creating revolutionary products that will
legitimately make your life better. We have been using it for ourselves the last two
weeks, and it has legitimately made our lives better. For example, now that we are
currently on the road away from home, being able to use haptic armor as a bath
towel has reduced the insane annoyance of having to constantly wash and dry our
towels.

Secondly, to stimulate economic activity. Our current production line includes
myself, Cindy, my mom and Lily (linen “ajoomah”) currently here in Hadong South
Korea. And being able to create a brand new product, built with passion and pride is
insanely fun for all of us!
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Third, to improve your life. If HAPTIC ARMOR even gives you a tiny bit more
motivation and inspiration to travel, hit the road, exercise, workout, hit the gym, hit
a hot yoga session, or get out of your house and do more creative things, it is worth

it.

Now What?

This is a rare drop. Do you have ventured requested far enough; now it is time to
seize your prize!

ERIC

Available Everywhere on Planet Earth!

Available now for pre-order and internationally. Seize your destiny now!

EK

PREORDER HAPTIC ARMOR NOW >

HAPIC INDUSTRIES

Disrupt photography, art, creativity, travel and beyond:

Just Disrupt It >
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Disruptive thoughts

1. Consume the beverages and things most local to the local environment. For
example, maybe while you are in East Asia, like Korea, better to just drink
Hadong Green Tea instead of coffee. However if you are in Vietnam or Southeast
Asia, just buy and drink coffee from Vietnam.

2. Cash thoughts: cashmere as one of the most underrated fabrics out there; for
example I just made an experimental cashmere suit of armor, and it is actually
very suitable currently in the hot and humid Korean summertime. 

3. Create your own desired future: rather than just purchasing things, buy the raw
material, and make it yourself. If you don’t have the skills to actually make
things, find somebody who does, share your vision with them and have them
build and produce it. You are the designer, the idea concept person. Work with
skilled artisans to produce your vision. HAPTIC ARMOR CONCEPT.

4. Maybe our next car should either be a Hyundai, a Kia, or Genesis, doesn’t matter
if gas, hybrid, or fully electric. My personal belief is currently speaking, Korea is
at least 5000 times more disruptive and innovative than any other car company,
even Tesla, in terms of car design.

Disruptive books 

1. Steve Jobs biography by Walter Isaacson
2. Invent and wander by Jeff Bezos. Lessons I’ve learned.
3. THE LIFE OF OJ song by JAY Z— you still taking advances huh? me and my jiggas

are taking real chances huh! Or any song about business and entrepreneurship
by JAY Z — “I drop the label”. “World can’t hold me too much ambition it was
still like this when I was still in the kitchen!”

Forward the disruption
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Feeling a little bit more disruptive? Feel free to forward this to a friend!

ERIC KIM DISRUPTION NEWS >

Never stop learning

BOOKS BY KIM >
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