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Why photograph

Why photograph? Photography 
as an existential thing. You pho-
tograph because photography is 
your artistic outlet. You photo-
graph to express your delight in 
beauty and being alive. You make 
photographs of what you consider 
“worthy”. You photograph beauty. 

You photograph you.







layers

Why shoot layers? With layers, you put the viewer into your shoes. !e 
photos feel more intimate for the viewer. Also shooting layers is like a fun 
visual game for the photographer. To add “smoke and mirrors” to your 
photos (in terms of disorienting the viewer) is a fun challenge for the 
photographers. Shooting at sunset with epic shadows. Also putting your 
sel"e in the photograph (your shadow).



motion



shadows



low perspective



texture



zen



joy



dynamism

Movement in your subject. Move-
ment in their arms. Diagonals, hori-
zontals, and verticals. !e more lines, 
the better.



gesture

Hand gestures. Facial gestures. Shoot 
with a #ash. Make it as simple as pos-
sible. Minimalist portraits.



extreme angles

Tilt your camera (dutch angle). Ex-
treme tilting of your photograph to 
heighten the drama of your photo.
Also as a
tip: create
stronger
diagonals 
from your 
photos
from a low-
angle.



reflection



negative space



Create negative space around your subject. Divide the frame into proportions which 
feel harmonious and balanced to you. Foreground, middle-ground, background.

background

subject



surrealism

Replace the head of your subject with 
visual shapes and forms. Have fun! 
Become a magician with your
camera.



eyes



shapes



abstract shapes



urban landscape



flash surreal



object surreal



photo surreal



humor surreal



shadow surreal



flash portrait



eye contact



candid posing



gangsta



hands



minimalism



Embrace much negative space, and put your subject in a less common 
space. To the bottom of the frame, o$-center.



silhouette



red





flash selfie


