
INTRODUCTION TO 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPOSITION

THE IMPORTANCE
OF COMPOSITION

THE ULTIMATE
BEGINNER’S GUIDE FOR

STREET PHOTOGRAPHY SERIES:

THE ARRANGEMENT
OF VISUAL ELEMENTS
INSIDE YOUR FRAME.

COMPOSITION IS:

WHY COMPOSITION MATTERS
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY:

!
A STRONG PHOTOGRAPH

NEEDS EMOTION AND MEANING,
NOT JUST A GOOD COMPOSITION.

1

COMPOSITION DIRECTS
THE EYES OF THE VIEWER.

Tells the viewer what to look
at/what not to look at.

2

A GOOD COMPOSITION
IS VISUALLY PLEASING.

Recreates the visual aesthetics
found in nature (the fibonacci
spiral appears in plants/shells).

3

COMPOSITION SETS
A VISUAL ANCHOR.

Allows the viewer to focus on
one aspect of an image without
drifting away. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
IN COMPOSITION

FIGURE TO GROUND:

HOW TO APPLY
FIGURE TO GROUND:

NEGATIVE SPACE

TRADITIONAL
COMPOSITIONS

RULE OF THIRDS

GOLDEN RECTANGLE

FIBONACCI SPIRAL

1.  COMPOSITION IS IMPORTANT BUT
SHOULD NOT BE THE SOLE PURPOSE.

2.  UTILIZE COMPOSITION TO
STRENGTHEN YOUR MESSAGE.

3.  KEEP YOUR BACKGROUNDS
CLEAN AND SIMPLE.

4.  AVOID OVERLAPPING FIGURES
TO CREATE A CLEAR SEPERATION.

5.  BE LIKE A KID AND HAVE FUN!
EXPERIMENT WITH TRADITIONAL AND

NON-TRADITIONAL COMPOSITIONS.

VISUALIZED BY

ANNETTE KIM
ANNETTEKIMART@GMAIL.COM

CONTACT FOR YOUR CUSTOM
BRANDING/VISUALIZATION

HAPTICINDUSTRIES.COM
LEARN MORE

LESSONS FROM ERIC:
FINAL THOUGHTS & TIPS

A strong contrast between the
subject and the background
through opposing brightness/colors.

Allows the viewer to clearly see the
subject in a photograph.

Avoid overlapping figures to create
a clear separation in your pictures.

1. Start with a blank slate in your frame.
 Keep the background clean/simple.

2. Next add your subjects in the frame.

3. Think what the focus is in the picture.
 Decide if other elements in the photo
 add to the message or distracts from
 the message.

Shifts more focus to the subject by
keeping the backgrounds simple.

A clean background will eliminate
distracting elements in a picture.

THE
SUBJECT

LIGHT
HANDS

DARK BACKGROUND

NON-TRADITIONAL
COMPOSITIONS

CENTER EYE

DUTCH ANGLE

LOW ANGLE

HIGH ANGLE

ISO 100

HOW TO APPLY
NEGATIVE SPACE:

http://erickimphotography.com/blog/shop

